a very small place. The old concept of distance has disappeared never
to come back. Whatever happens in one corner of the globe has its
repercussions with surprising rapidity in all countries of the world.
For the first time the world has, for good or evil, become one. We
are all now in the same boat to swim or sink together.
A great majority of human beings of the world believe in the
democratic way of life. America, which is the greatest democracy
in the world, is in the vanguard of those nations who want to pre-
serve democracy. The eighty million people of Pakistan are deter-
mined to follow a democratic way of life, and to work for peace and
the preservation of democracy. America is one of the most advanced
countries in the world; Pakistan is striving to become one. They
both have the same ideals.
The organisation which I have the privilege to address today is
working for the same ends. The very idea of a Town Hall is a demo-
cratic one. In dictatorships or autocracies there are no discussions and
no arguments. There are those who give orders and those who have
to carry them out. There is no real freedom for the individual and
no free play for the human intellect. That is why all dictatorships
have the germs of decay in them and are bound, in the long run, to
break up.
Those of us who believe that, of all the systems of Government,
the democratic is the most preferable, must not forget, however, that
it is not a perfect system, and secondly that a living democracy should
provide a continually expanding horizon of freedom to its members.
We must remember that a democratic system is not as secure as
some of us are apt to believe. The last war made it clear that it is the
easiest thing for a democracy to slip into a dictatorship. A people
has not only to fight for freedom but to continue to fight for the
preservation of liberty. The price of liberty, as we have been re-
minded so often, is eternal vigilance.
The people of Pakistan have learnt this during the last two and
a half years. They won their freedom after making tremendous sac-
rifices, and they have begun to appreciate the fact that in order to
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